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ENTER KRISTIN’S WORLD:
THE START OF A NEW ERA
By Jeff Hunter

Twenty years  ago  the seeds  of  the  Connecticut 
Travelers Sporting Clays Association were sown 
at Orvis Sandanona.   How appropriate,  then,  to 
return  to  the  place  where  it  all  began  for  the 
“Summertime, Summertime” event.
 The  weatherman  was  calling  for  a 
scorcher, and boy did he deliver.  A fair number 
of  regulars  were  missing  in  action,  yet  97 
Travelers took to the woods in shorts and T-shirts 
seeking the shade.

The  course  was  set  with  a  nice  mix  of 
Battues,  90s,  and standards, with a conspicuous 
absence of bunnies.   We shot four pairs on the 
five, true pair stations with the remainder of three 
report  pairs  everywhere  else.   The  dreaded 
chandelle,  my  nemesis,  lay  in  wait  for  me  at 
station 14.  It’s always a pleasant day when you 
start off with three misses.
 There is no question that station three was 
“Traveler Tough”.   A true pair  of  driven black 
standards was launched hard from about 20 yards 
away and screamed over your head.  Those lucky 
enough to get off a first shot while the birds were 
in  front  had the best  chance  by picking up the 
second as it passed vertical.  For the rest of us, we 
rushed a first shot at vertical and one a little past 
and  that  was  none  too  comfortable.   The  short 
barrels had a distinct advantage at this station.

Station  seven  was  a  left-to-right  report 
pair that looked like a simple high four skeet shot. 
However, the first bird was on a slight downward 
flight path with a little hot-sauce on it and the 

second was on a slight upward line at a somewhat 
slower speed.  Most in my squad got the second 
bird, but stepped out of the box scratching their 
head about the first.  The post-mortem consensus 
of the group was that the first bird was dropping 
more than we thought.   Then again,  the  whole 
squad broke maybe four.
 You  had  to  have  your  mental 
concentration turned on high for  station 11.   It 
was  a  report  pair  of  quartering-away  standards 
but  each  bird  zigzagged  through  a  heavily 
wooded area. There were two distinct windows in 
which you could take each bird: the close window 
that was in the evenly lit shade or the far window 
where the sun cast prison bar streaks of light and 
shade.   Most  opted  for  the  far  window as  the 
speed  had  deteriorated  and  the  angle  was  less 
drastic.  We all came out of that station pleasantly 
surprised with decent scores.

 I was squadded with a bunch of winners: 
Both Doug Robare and Nile Pullin were tops in 
their class, Peter Hamilton took second in his, and 
Fran Gallogy took third in Class III.  My stellar 
57 was enough to secure the unenviable position 
of “squad tail gunner”. 

It  was  evident  as  the  winners  were 
announced that there was a strong showing by the 
lady  Travelers.   Carol  Roesslein  and  Amanda 
Elsenboss  won  their  class  and  six  more  ladies 
walked away with  a  gift  certificate  to  Orvis  as 
their prize. Perhaps the most moving of all was 
when  Donna  Galotto  gave  a  heart-felt 
introduction  to  the  HOA  –  Kristin  Canale. 
Kristin was honored with a standing ovation from 
the membership  as  she accepted  hugs  from the 
Traveler brass on her accomplishment.

 



 
HOA Kristin Canale 88
Cl. 1 Champ. Russ Tagliareni 87
Cl. 1 RU Lavert Cypher 83
Cl. 1 3rd Jim Kline 82
Cl. 2 Champ. Doug Robare 85
Cl. 2 RU Mark Schreyer 84
Cl. 2 3rd Kevin Kruleski 79
Cl. 3 Champ. Rich Palmeri 75
Cl. 3 RU Howard Weiss 70
Cl. 3 3rd Fran Gallogy 66
Cl. 4 Champ. Nile Pullin 64
Cl. 4 RU Peter Hamilton 62
Cl. 4 3rd Howard Berman 61
Cl. 5 Champ. Carol Roesslein 60
Cl. 5 RU Bob Schraeger 53
Cl. 5 3rd Vince Repaci 51
Cl. 6 Champ. Amanda Elsenboss 45
Cl. 6 RU Susan Hachmann 32
Lady Champ. Susie Clarke 66
Lady RU Gwyn Grant 51
Lady 3rd Sandy Tonn 49
Lady 4th Doris Willinger 46
Vet. Champ. Tony Oliveri 81
Vet. RU Joe Lachick 81
Vet. 3rd Bruce Galotto 79
SenVet.Champ Martin Schroeder 83
Junior Champ Peter Maggiolo 58
Guest Champ E. Kozlowski 80

As  Connecticut  Travelers,  we  are  truly 
blessed to have so many top-notch venues within 
close proximity.  Next up, the Travelers head to 
Addieville at the Great Eastern Lobster Classic.

Complete scores at 
http://www.ctsca.org/calendar.htm#scores

WHIPPED BY A GIRL, AGAIN!
By Bruce Galotto

Orvis Sandanona’s charm greeted me as it always 
has  with  a  certain  sense  of  stability  and  an 
understated sense of providence.  In other words, 
it really is a first quality venue. Without a doubt 
one of the most  successful  shooting grounds in 
the USA. 

Success always trickles down and a good 
deal of this overall excellence has to be afforded 
to  manager  Peggy  Long.   Always  the 
consummate  professional,  Peggy  is  always  ‘on 
song’,  knows  where  things  are  and  more 
important, where they are going.   When Donna 
and I are involved in setting up a shooting event 
here or working at one, Peggy is a great leader to 
have. Having said that, Peg did not set the course 
and (I do not remember that fellow’s name)------- 
who tested us all.  Good job, no very good job. 

Now this article is not about me or Peg, 
but (and there it is always a “but”) I missed more 
hittable targets than anyone has a right to.  Chalk 
it  up  to  the  heat,  over-confidence,  lack  of 
confidence, wrong glasses whatever the end result 
was simply put “I was soundly beaten by a Girl!”

But what a girl! Kristen Canale is a lady 
(young lady) that has worked as hard as or harder 
than anyone I  know to become a  champion.   I 
have  watched  her  tremble  as  she  called  for  a 
target, push herself to the point that she became 
physically and mentally exhausted and keep at it 
over  and  over  again.  That’s  what  makes  a 
champion. Sometimes the right people win, chalk 
this one up to that rare occurrence.  There was no 
one more deserving than Kristen.

I have read the articles and listened to the 
mantra “sporting Clays is for the whole family” 
and in some (albeit too few) cases it is.  I confess 
personal  bias  when  I  say  that  the  “family” 
shooting fraternity is alive and well in the Canale 
household.   I  purposely  watched  Dad  Canale’s 
(Mike)  face  as  Donna  Galotto  made  the 
presentation.  What I witnessed was shear magic: 
Mike  was  caught  between  that  grey  area  of 
emotion and pride.   Make no doubt  about  this, 
Mike loves his kids and will at any cost see that 
they are happy and challenged. Great job Mike! 
And folks that is what it is all about.
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So again I got beat by a girl, if it’s not Stefanie 
Steinkraus  (how did you ever  get  her  to  marry 
you Phil?) then it’s Kristen Canale.  

I consider myself a pretty lucky guy to have a girl 
beat me, especially if it’s one that really deserves 
to win.  Kristen shot an 88, I don’t know what 
Mike’s score was but I do know if you ask him 
he’ll say he also won.  Funny, I agree with him.
Congratulations Kristen, we are all proud of you.

MY CUSTOM GUN EXPERIENCE
By Jeff Hunter (marist89@excite.com)

I’m not average.  Some may say I’m abnormal, 
but  I  prefer to be called Super-Sized.   The last 
time I bought clothes at a chain store that didn't 
have “Big & Tall” in its name was when I was in 
the ninth grade.

I  got  into  Sporting  Clays  and  the  other 
clay target sports in the late 1990’s.  As we all 
know, gun fit is a key element in shooting well 
and I’m a hard one to fit.  I’ve managed to get 
this far with an abundance of gadgets and do-dads 
to  get  an  “off-the-rack”  gun  shoot  somewhat 
close to where I’m looking.  You don't even want 
to  know  what  happened  to  a  spare  391  I  had 
hanging around, but  let’s  just  say it  involved a 
scrap 2x4 and electrical tape!

Turning  40  makes  men  do  silly  things. 
Some buy Ferrari’s, some Cigarette Speed boats, 
some splurge on a Rolex.  I decided I was going 
to get “my one indulgence”; a gun stocked to my 
dimensions.   If  you're  looking  for  a  custom 
Beretta,  you'll  eventually  get  around  to  calling 
Rich  Cole  at  Cole  Gunsmithing.   After  a  long 
conversation, I made an appointment for a gun-
fitting  session  at  his  Harpswell,  Maine  shop in 
late January.  

Rich greeted me with “Oh boy, I don’t think my 
try gun is big enough for you” the day I showed 
up at his shop.  He then confirmed it by taking 
some measurements and proceeded to go to the 
back  of  the  shop and  returned  with  the  ugliest 
Beretta 682 I’ve ever seen.  It had a regular stock 
with a scrap piece of another stock screwed to it 
with an adjustable type pad on top of that.  We 
went  through  the  fitting  session  with  Rich 
tweaking things here and there and watching me 
mount  the  gun  several  times.   He  could 
immediately tell some of the bad habits I picked 
up and suggested I mount the gun with my eyes 
closed.   Once  I  had  a  consistent  sight  picture, 
Rich jotted down the measurements and I came 
out with a 17 inch LOP.  

The  next  challenge  was  finding  a  blank 
that he could fashion the stock out of.  You see, 
Cole's forms their stocks on a CNC machine.  In 
order for the machine to work, the blanks have to 
be a certain size and 17” just wasn’t one of them. 
Rich suggested I  contact  Fred Wenig at  Wenig 
Custom  Gunstocks  with  my  measurements  and 
have them inlet a stock and rough shape it to my 
dimensions.  Three weeks later, Wenig's sent the 
rough stock to Maine so Cole's could fit it to my 
new gun.

The gun was waiting for me in bare wood 
at  my  next  appointment  in  Harpswell.   About 
another  hour  was  spent  mounting  and  fitting 
ensued with Rich taking notes and marking the 
raw  wood.  Then  the  fine  details  of  everything 
were checked; where my thumb curled over the 
wrist,  how my long fingers wrapped around the 
grip, where my face fell on the comb.  When we 
were done the stock looked like a plastic surgeon 
was going to transform Phyllis Diller into Jessica 
Alba.

I  went  to  a  long  lunch  and  Rich  set  to 
work at the bench with his files.  Ninety minutes 
later, I returned to a nearly finished stock.  More 
mounting followed to check the fit one last time 
before it was checkered and sealed.

The next six weeks were perhaps the most 
excruciating in the whole process.  Seeing the gun 
in a nearly finished state got me thinking I might 
have  it  for  the  “20th Anniversary  300”  in  six 
weeks.  In that short time, the “20th Anniversary 
300” was canceled and my gun was close, but not 
finished.  I finally got the call on June 5th that my 
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gun was ready, but due to scheduling problems on 
my part,  I  couldn't  pick  it  up  until  two  weeks 
later.

She was waiting for me when I walked in 
the door and I picked her out immediately.  She 
was the tallest one in the paddock standing a good 
2”  over  everybody  else.   Her  stock  butt  was 
nicely figured and when I held her in my hands I 
knew  this  was  the  start  of  something  special. 
When I  mounted it  I  forgot  about  all  the other 
ones of my youth. That night we went for some 
clays  at  the  Coon  Club  and  although  it  was 
awkward being our first time, we performed well.
Throughout the whole process Rich critiqued my 
style  and  gave  me  pointers  to  improve  my 
shooting.   At  one  point,  he  said  that  we could 
either  make the gun right  and I  would have to 
learn how to shoot  all  over again,  or we could 
make the gun fit my unorthodox style.  Not much 
of a choice in my opinion.   Rich is  subtle  that 
way.

For less than the cost of a nice field gun, 
your Beretta can be restocked to your dimensions 

in  very  nice  wood.   Due  to  my  unique 
requirements, I went to Cole Gunsmithing for a 
fitting,  but  they  can  make  your  stock  using 
dimensions  from any  qualified  gun fitter.   The 
normal delivery time from start to finish is eight 
to ten weeks.

CONTACTING THE TRAVELERS... 

CTSCA.ORG – Webmaster: Jeff Hunter, marist89@excite.com. 
CTSCA Home Office: Al Anglace, email aaa738@aol.com     (by far the best way) or telephone 
203 417-6295 if you absolutely must.
Editor: Phil Steinkraus, e-mail philistein@aol.com
Membership, Address Changes and Shooting Class status: Contact John Hachmann, at email 
obuc@optonline.net.
Guide Book advertising and other questions contact Dick Orenstein at email oren@umich.edu  or 
call 203-226-5251. 
Past issues of Reload! are available online at www.ShotgunReport.com. 

- - - 2007 CTSCA SHOOTING CALENDAR - - -
*PLEASE NOTE CHANGES IN THE REMAINING 2007 SHOOTING CALENDAR

JUL. 29 – NWTF NORTHEAST CHAMPIONSHIP – Mid County Rod & Gun Club, LaGrangeville, 
NY. CTSCA has so-sponsored this fundraiser for many years. It provides many opportunities to win one of 
the hundreds of prizes as well as enjoying a great lunch provided by the Mid County Club Members. 
Reservation/Information: Rhett Simmons rsimmons@NWTF.net or 800 843-6983, ext. 3711.

AUG. 10, 11 & 12 – GREAT EASTERN LOBSTER CLASSIC, Addieville East Farm, Mapleville, RI.
CTSCA is a very important sponsor of this “Big Blast” NSCA Shoot. World Champion, George Digweed 
will make an appearance this year. Download a Reservation form from their web site: addieville.com or call 
401 568-3185.

*SEPT. 30 – “SEPTEMBERSCHUTZENFEST” Millbrook Rod & Gun Club
OCT. 5, 6 & 7 – Fall Tour, Rhode Island Area Clubs.
OCT.21 – SMALL GAUGE CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS, Fairfield County Fish & Game, Monroe, CT
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Author’s new pride and joy:
A Custom Beretta by Cole Gunsmithing.
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NOV. 18 – “SALUTE THE COLORS” Ye Old Newgate Coon Club, Norfolk, CT
DEC. 16 – DICK LOSEE MEMORIAL SHOOT / X-MAS PARTY, Mid County Rod & Gun Club

- - - OTHER 2007 SHOOTS OF INTEREST - - -
Always call ahead to confirm. 

Sat., July 28 – Harlem Valley Classic – Ten Mile River Preserve, Dover Plains, NY.
Sat., August 4th - FCF&GPA 2007 – “The Crucible” – Open shoot. Dom Uliano 203 562-0352.
Aug. 16th – 3rd Annual N. Y. City Boy Scout Fundraiser Shoot – Mashomack Preserve, Pine Plains, 
NY. If you are interested in shooting on a CTSCA squad please contact Al Anglace. John Anthony Bruno 
212 651-2944 or download entry form at http://www.bsa-gnyc.org.
Aug. 19th – Friends of NRA Sporting Shoot – Mid Hudson Sporting Grounds, New Paltz, NY. Contact 
David Wohlbach at htbear23@verizon.net. 
Aug.25 & 26 2007 FCF&GPA Connecticut State Shoot. For information contact Dom Uliano 
Email, domblklab@charter.net or 203-526-0352 

FOR SALE                            CLASSIFIED ADS                              WANTED

For Sale – Krieghoff Model 32 over/under, 30” brls. w/ choke tubes – Upgraded K-80 No. 3 sporting 
stock and forend with excellent figure. Also includes a custom K-80 Maple stock with soft adjustable 
comb and right hand palm swell. 15” LOP to KICK Ezz pad that is on the gun at this time. Locking hard 
case. Outstanding condition. $3700.00. Photos on request. Frank DiFabbio 203 375-2841 or 
fdifabbio@aol.com. 
For Sale – Beretta Teckny Semi Auto – 20 ga., in new condition. $795.00. Contact Dave at 
dt10@optonline.net.
For Sale – Browning XS Sporter - 28 ga., 30” brls., 3 Inv. + flush chokes. Morgan adj. Recoil pad. 14 
¼” LOP. Excellent condition. $1500.00 OBO. Ralph Lowery, 203 509-2260.
For Sale – St. Croix Premier 9.0, 5 weight fly rod and St. Croix CLA456 reel – Scientific Angler 
Hard side travel case. Used one time. $200.00 OBO. Ralph Lowery, 203 509-2260.
For Sale – Pflueger Purist 8.0, 5 weight fly rod with Cortland Rim Fly reel – Scientific Angler hard 
side travel case. Rod is virtually new and reel is used condition. $150.00 OBO. Ralph Lowery, 203 509-
2260.
For Sale – Parker DHE SXS 12 gauge – 30” BRLS., imp. cyl. / light mod. fixed chokes. Double 
triggers, pistol grip. Addition of a third dogs head factory option engraved on receiver to enhance original 
engraving. LOP 15” front and 14” rear trigger. Professional restoration completed by Larry DelGreggo in 
2006. $6500.00. Contact Al Anglace 203 417-6295 or aaa738@aol.com. 
For Sale – Perazzi MX Stan Baker Sporting  – 12 gauge, 31.5 in brls., choked .010” and .020”, 14.5” 
LOP, 7 lbs./13oz., KICK EEZ pad, cased. Price reduction: $4700.00. Contact John Hryncewich at 973 
427-0499 or john@thegunglove.com. 
For Swap – Nine (9) bags of Claybuster WAA20 Replacement Wads, 20 ga. Model #CB1078-20. 500 
wads per bag. Interested in trading all nine bags for 12 gauge ammo. Happy to bring wads to a Travelers’ 
shoot. Contact Scott Lenhart at lenharts@optonline.net or 845 677-6144.
For Sale – Winchester Model 12 (Pre 64) Pump, same serial numbered two brl. set – 30” Trap and 
26” Skeet, both with raised matted ribs. Lovely original factory walnut wood. $2475.00. Al Anglace, 
203 417-6295 or aaa738@aol.com. .
For Sale – Golf Cart Conversions – Ready for any Sporting Course. Built to suit your needs. Keith 
Anglace, 203 417-5424 or kaa111@aol.com.
Traveler’s Logo Vests, Rain Shooting Coats, Cold Weather Shooting Coats, Shooting Aprons, 
Shooting Shirts and Gun Slips. A few of each left. Al Anglace, 203 417-6295 or aaa738@aol.com.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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